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Samson Community Freezer Program

Most Significant Community

Samson Cree Nation
Change

Hunting For Healing

Began operations in 2010, emphasizing
the importance of a grassroots strategy K =)

Provides opportunities for
capacity-building, skills sharing and
lessons, and access to traditional foods

In 1995, Kacey Yellowbird’s grandfather left him with some advice.

“Before he passed away, my grandfather told me, ‘Times are going to get tough, so you
have to learn how to continue with hunting.’ That's the legacy he left with us," recalls
Kacey, manager of the Samson Youth and Sport Development Department, a group
within Samson Cree Nation.

Community freezer program provides Meat, ... .o o wsmon mmsomess commiy onseas

ago, Kacey decided to turn his grandfather’s vision into a tangible mission. He came
l f S C N t = up with a plan to use the meat from hunting to start a community freezer program for
essons or amson ree a, lon Maskwacis, a community south of Edmonton that includes Samson Cree Nation.

The project, supported by an early Communities Choosewell grant, aimed to combat



Samson Community Freezer Program -
Youth Involvement




Samson Community Freezer Program -
Youth Involvement




Samson Community Freezer Program - Meat Distribution
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University of Alberta Research Team




Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in Alberta

Chronic wasting disease threatens deer, elk — and
 maybe humans, new research says
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T DN | AR Chromc wastlng dlsease contlnues to expand westward
threatening deer populations



Chronic Wasting Disease in Alberta
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Chronic Wasting Disease in Alberta: Maskwacis
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Health Implications of Chronic Wasting Disease

No current evidence showing that it can spread to humans, BUT still need
to be careful because other diseases like this have spread to humans after
long periods of time
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Monitoring for CWD

Helps keep traditional

food systems, like wildlife
(talking to hunters about |:'> SaulEErE. ca ane
their observations and POp healt,hy

getting animals tested)
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Working Together

Developed by research team

Dynamic project development, feedback 2
between SCN and research team conductad with SCN hunters
. . . Program led by
. Indigenous-led project foundations _ Government of Alberta
: = ; Conversations between SCN
Meetings with Hiring of P
gg:,son %r:eopr?ﬁm and Community R hParther and University of Alberta
St “"Ag" mmemes“'d' From Samson Cree Nation
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Working to address issues like...

e Local food security

e Accessibility of both:

o Hunting areas
o Access to information

e Cultural and knowledge gaps in conventional wildlife disease
management



... Through community-oriented programming

e Working with local hunters to promote hunting as a cultural activity
that's a key aspect of wellbeing

e Raising awareness about CWD through the creation of educational
materials that address community concerns and feature community
voices

e Sharing how community members can become involved in the
monitoring and research of local wildlife health populations



Project Outcomes

Facilitating communication between Samson
Cree Nation and government-led monitoring
programs

e Assistance with delivering heads to lab in
Edmonton, especially when drop-off
freezers not available

e Beginning conversations about cultural
knowledge gaps surrounding things like
sample submission




Project Outcomes

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE

Tracking Wildlife
Health in Alberta

Lessons for Treaty 6 First Nations of Alberta
Adapted from Lessons for Treaty 8 First Nations of Alberta Toolbox



https://vimeo.com/468677586

Project Outcomes

Moose Call




Future Projects

e Working with Samson Cree Nation on
maps of CWD in the area

e Measuring deer density of the
Maskwacis area to inform decisions
around local CWD monitoring and
management

e Continue to create new and adapt
existing educational material catering to
the needs and concerns of the Nations
of Maskwacis




Future Projects

e Community Freezer Program and CWD
Program fall workshop with hunters




Conclusions

e CWD is athreat to Indigenous traditional food systems - because of its
potential risk to human health, and its contribution to existing accessibility
issues to hunting areas

e Community-led programs that address issues like food security paired with
moving towards more participatory resource management creates
opportunities for community members to directly engage with maintaining a
healthy traditional food system



Thank you! Questions?



